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THE ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE^OF ART. 



OHURGH OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 



Dotted about here and there in the world, are evidences, 
various and unique, of the religious feeling of the past. And 
particTilarly observable is the fact, that what we call the 
middle ages of the world was a church-building and good- 
work-consecrating period. Between the eleventh and six- 
teenth centuries were built most of those venerable village 
edifices, ivy-cro'wned and grey, which are to be foimd in 
almost every town and village in Europe. To the first men- 
tioned period the Church of the Templars at Luz is ascribed. 
It is now a niere ruin, or at best but an ill-kept building — half 
church half fortress, such as the military orders of ecclesias- 
tics were in the habit of erecting in troublous times to defend 
the frontiers of France against the encroachments of the Moors. 
The time was, however, when to the duties of the priest the 
"Templars in the church of Luz added the sterner offices of 



skirmishes, and a belief that through a single doorway, now 
walled up, the proscribed race of the Cagots were alone 
allowed to enter the edifice, where they occupied a space 
apart from the rest of the congregation. The Knights of the 
Temple spread themselves all over civilised Europe, and their 
deeds of prowess in the Holy Land are the themes of many a 
song and romance trolled forth even now by the simple pea- 
santry. 

Luz, the village in which the church was planted by the 
Templars, is poor and thinly inhabited; but it is surroimded 
by a highly cultivated and delightful district pf Fra,nce, in the 
South Pyrenees, near the town of Barrege. The only manu- 
• facture of importance carried on in the district is that of the 
crape or gauzy material for ladies' wear called, after the name 
of the district, barege. The little river Gave pursues its 




, CHURCH OF THE KNIOHTS TEMPLARS, 

the warrior, ^ndthus the edifice, even now, partakes rather 
more of the nature of a fortress than of a church. Situated in 
the centre of the village of Luz, on the confines of the French 
Pyrenees, it was doubtless a place both of refuge and defence 
in the days when the swarthy Moors, having already overrun 
and taken possession of the peninsula of Spain, began to look 
with eager eyes upon the smiling fields of France that lay just 
beyond the mountains. 

A relic of the past, the Church of the Templars is a highly 
interesting building, both with regard to its architecture and 
its associations. The former is of that mixed character com- 
mon to the period— pointed windows, turreted walls, a square 
projecting tower, carved doorways, and so forth — and known 
to the scientific as the B^manesque; the latter consists of 
numerous historical and traditional stories of battles and 



AT LUZ. IN THE FRENCH PYRENEES. 

meandering course through the village, and it is said that 
tourists commonly find a good day's fishing in ite waters. 

Behind the village, on a high grassy knoll, are the ruins of 
an ancient hermitage, from which a pleasant view of the valley 
on either side may be obtained. About half a mile from Luz 
is the little town of St. Sauveur, containing the most cele- 
brated and best frequented baths in the Pyrenees. The name 
of St. Sauveur is said to have been derived from an inscription 
set up over the medicinal spring which supplies the baths. 
" Vos haurietes aquas de fontibus Salvatoris." This legend 
is ascribed to a bishop of Tarbes, but the period when it was 
set up is not known. 

Behind the tovms of Lu2 and St. SaUVeur Is situated one of 
the highest hills of the Pyrenees, the Pic de Bergons, the sum- 
mit of which is 6,117 feet above the level of the sea. 



